Ithaca College

Drive Drunk on the Quad
Group Name: REACH (Responsibility, Education, and Action for Campus Health) 

Program Goals/Objectives:
1. Engage students in a fun and interactive drinking/driving prevention activity that provides information about Blood Alcohol Content and state DWI laws.  

2. Encourage discussion and support for a variety of DWI prevention and intervention strategies.   

Target Audience: Ithaca College students, faculty, and staff

Program Description:


 ”Drive Drunk on the Quad” is a live demonstration of the effects of drinking and driving.  This program involves participants driving through an obstacle course in a golf cart while wearing Fatal Vision Goggles™.  When students approach the fenced off “Drive Drunk on the Quad” area, they are greeted by REACH Peer Advocates who ask them to sign a release waiver.  The Peer Advocates then teach participants how to use the virtual bar on a lap top computer (using the Blood Alcohol Educator – available free at www.b4udrink.org) to help them understand how even small amounts of alcohol cause impairment.  


During the next phase of the activity, an Ithaca College Public Safety Officer puts Fatal Vision Goggles™ on the participant and administers field sobriety tests, including walking a straight line.  The student then drives a golf cart through an obstacle course (with the officer at his or her side) while wearing the goggles. Before the student leaves, the officer provides a verbal evaluation of his/her driving performance.
Promotion and Publicity:
1. Posters, radio public service announcements, and the Ithacan (student newspaper)

Budget:
Approximately $150-$200 for photocopying and key chains.  Public Safety provides additional wages for Student Auxiliary Safety Patrol.  Use of golf cart donated by local auto dealer.  

Collaboration:
1. Public Safety, Health Promotion, and SASP (Student Auxiliary Safety Patrol)

Duration:
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for two days

Contact Information:
Sergeant Steve Yaple, SASP Supervisor (607-274-3353) syaple@ithaca.edu
Priscilla Quirk, REACH Advisor (607-274-3136) pquirk@ithaca.edu
Kim Anderson, REACH President kimanderson10@gmail.com
