Hastings College

“Safe Rides”

Program Topic: Promoting a safe way to return home on weekends

Program Goals/Objectives:

1. Provide a safe ride home from college sponsored events

2. Community service project for volunteers

3. Lower the incidence of drinking and driving 

Target Audience: Any Hastings College student

Program Description: 

Safe Rides is a program modeled after the Safe Ride program started by the Boy Scouts in 1981. The Hastings College Safe Rides is funded by the Student Association that offers Hastings College students a safe ride home from parties, other college events and from restaurants/bars/clubs throughout the community. The drivers are volunteers who drive one of the fleet of college vans that Hastings College provides. The drivers are provided dinner from any fast food restaurant as compensation and incentive for their time. Safe Rides drivers are required to drive to and from all registered parties (fraternities and sororities must register their parties with Safe Ride) and all school-sponsored events not held on campus.  They will pick up a student who needs a ride from anywhere in the community. The student just makes a call to the student union who then informs the Safe Ride driver with the information over a walkie-talkie.

On a typical night, Safe Rides provides rides to 15 or more students (total population of Hastings College is 1,100) but many times exceeds that amount. The program started approximately 10 years ago and has helped over three thousand students come home safely.

Promotion and Publicity:

1. Key chains are given out to every freshman with the phone number of how to contact the Safe Rides.

2. Freshmen orientation classes are given information on responsible decisions when drinking and not drinking and are given the Safe Rides number.

3. All campus emails before events and posters of events must have the Safe Rides number on them.

4. All students at the school-sponsored event have their hand stamped with the Safe Rides and the number.

Budget: 

The typical budget per semester is approximately $200. Most of this money goes toward a food budget for the volunteers who drive the van.

Collaboration: 

1. Health Center

2. Student Association

3. Greeks

4. Deans of Students Office

5. Activities Director

Duration: 

A typical night lasts from 10:30 pm to 1:30 or 2:00 am. This is an ongoing program that runs at numerous times throughout the year.

Location of Event: Campus and Community

Contact Information: 

Todd Nielsen

Previous Safe Rides Chair

(402) 463-2402 or (303) 870-6549 (cell)

tnielsen@hastings.edu
Or

Joan McCarthy

Dean of Students

(402) 463-2402

jmccarthy@hastings.edu
