College of Southern Maryland

“Road Ready Road-E-O”

Program Topic:  Traffic safety and impaired driving
Program Goals/Objectives:
1. To provide an interactive event to promote traffic safety

2. To promote the new Driver’s Education Program at the College of Southern Maryland

3. To solicit the support and participation of the community and agencies

4. To provide an opportunity for students to experience an impaired driving simulation through the “DUI Bug”

Target Audience: Students, faculty, staff, and local high school students

Program Description: 

The Road Ready Road-E-O (branded the RRR or triple R) was an interactive traffic safety event that took on a life of its own as the plans evolved.  Three College of Southern Maryland (CSM) staff members brainstorming one afternoon came up with the idea to have an interactive traffic safety event that would help promote the new Driver’s Education Course offered at CSM.  A group of key stakeholders from the college staff, BACCHUS students and community partners were identified and invited to participate in the planning.

The event was scheduled as part of the Spring Fling Week on campus as an activity sponsored by BACCHUS and supported by the Student Government Association (SGA).  The DUI Bug from Pennsylvania was scheduled as part of the event to draw students in.  This Volkswagen Beetle could be driven through a cone track and a mechanical alteration delayed the car’s response to the driver’s ability to steer, simulating what could happen if you drive under the influence of alcohol.  

Some of the other activities included: a seat belt relay competition, activities while wearing Fatal Vision™ Goggles, getting in a large semi truck to observe the NO ZONE (the limited visibility for truckers to see cars around them), a mock DUI arrest with all the tests used by law enforcement when someone is suspected of drunk driving, and several safety tips with demonstrations from an expert on how to safely maintain your vehicle.  Many of our other partners had displays and information about child passenger safety, air bag safety, railway crossing, traveling safely, and Maryland traffic laws.  

The Road Ready Road-E-O Bingo game included a map with the exhibits and activities.  Each vendor was given a different sticker. Everyone who filled up their map received a first aid kit to put in their car.  

A bag full of information was given to each participate.  The four traffic safety pieces of information from the BACCHUS and GAMMA kNOw Boundaries Safe Spring Campaign were reproduced and included in a booklet of information printed for this event.

More than 40 CSM staff along with 10 outstanding CSM students combined with 50 individuals from 17 community businesses and agencies to put together this fun event.  At least 200 people found their way to this afternoon event.

As an evaluation component for the RRR, the Sheriff’s Department conducted a seat belt survey.  A few days prior to the Road Ready Road-E-O, from an observational study, the college had a 91% seatbelt usage rate.  About three weeks after the event the usage rate was a remarkable 95%.  This qualified the College of Southern Maryland to receive a PACE Setters Award given by the Maryland Highway Safety Office.  

Promotion and Publicity: 

1. A Road Ready Road-E-O logo was developed through our publication department and used on all of the information. 

2. 7,000 flyers went out to high school students in the public school to promote both the RRR and the college’s new Driver’s Education Program.

3. Posters, flyers and table tents were distributed throughout the campus.

4. Information was placed on the college website.

5. Email went out to everyone on campus (faculty and staff).

6. Media releases were sent out to local markets through Community Relations.

7. Signs went up in the parking lots closed for the event.

8. Sidewalk chalk was used the day of the event.

9. A crashed car was strategically placed on campus the week of the event.

10. Pat Goss promoted the event on his public radio show.
Budget: 

BACCHUS Peer Educators received a $2,000 mini-grant from the Maryland Highway Safety Office through the Safe Communities Center.  The DUI Bug cost $1,000. Food was provided to the exhibitors, print cost done in house was nominal, and first aid kits were purchased to give to individuals completing the event map.   

Collaboration:
1.  Safe Communities Center

2.  Industrial Training Department  (responsible for Driver’s Education Program)

3.  BACCHUS Peer Education

4.  Student Government Association
5.  Several college departments were involved including: Scheduling, Marketing, Communications, Facilities, Security, Publications, Community Relations, Mail and Distribution, Recruitment, Information Center, Instructional Support, and Printing Services.  In all, we counted the involvement of 50 students, faculty and staff in the planning and the event itself
6. Community partnerships included: County Sheriff’s Office (including 20 sworn officers, Explorers, and Cadets), State Police (3 officers), Pat Goss (an expert in vehicle maintenance with a show on public radio), Health Department, Public School System, Maryland Motor Vehicle Administration, Maryland Operation Lifesavers, MADD, Smart Safe Woman (S_W), State Farm, All State Trucking with the No Zone Truck, Potomac Speedway, and The Bike Doctor.  Community partners numbered 17 businesses or agencies and involved at least 50 individuals 

Duration: One-day event from noon-6 p.m.

Location of Event: One of the college parking lot areas and part of the Campus Center
Contact Information:
Linda A. Smith

Safe Communities Center

College of Southern Maryland

8730 Mitchell Road, P.O. Box 910

La Plata, Maryland 20646

(301) 934-7732
Lindasm@csmd.edu
