Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania

“Drunk Driving Daze”

Program Topic: Impaired driving

Program Goals/Objectives:

1. Provide accurate information to students about peer drinking patterns

2. Provide a non-threatening and non-harmful simulated drunk driving experience

3. Collect data about student knowledge of the harmful effects of alcohol, state laws and

    actual peer behaviors

Target Audience:

This program can be used for all university students, at local high schools with the drivers’ education program for all students of driving age, and in the local shopping mall for people 16 years old and older.

Program Description:

A driving course is set up outside in an open area (parking lot, outdoor basketball courts, etc.). The course has stop signs, caution signs, cross walks, pedestrians, right and left turns and curves.

Each participant takes a “driver’s written exam” that contains questions about peer alcohol consumption, driving and alcohol dangers, state alcohol and driving laws, and general information about alcohol.  After each participant has completed the exam they are given a sheet with the correct answers and explanations for the answers. The participant is then given a “driver’s license” (a ticket to enter the driving course). 

Each participant drives a golf cart and is accompanied by a trained Peer Awareness With Students (PAWS) educator through the course to become familiar with the course. This also allows the PAWS educator to assess the driving skill of the participant (some participants may not be permitted to continue the experience if their skills are inadequate to proceed safely). The participant then repeats the course wearing Fatal Vision™ goggles. Participants are stopped by uniformed town or campus police who are located throughout the course, field tested for sobriety, and given citations for the various driving offenses.

The citations are collected at the “District Magistrate’s Office” (the exit) where participants are asked to rate their experience and comment. Each participant is given a waste bag for his/her car printed with a DUI message and filled with information about the PAWS group, the Drug and Alcohol Awareness Network (DAWN) Office and campus and community services.  The citations are placed into a container for a prize drawing later in the day.  Prizes are donated by local merchants.

Promotion and Publicity:

1. Posters

2. Flyers

3. TV, radio, and public address announcements for the malls

Budget:

The budget varies depending upon the venue. No advertising costs are incurred for the school systems, as classroom teachers require students to participate.  We get free TV and radio advertisements in addition to free advertisements at the mall. The police receive compensation and a meal or refreshments (these may be donated by merchants in the mall or school system). We budget $300/day of the activity.

Collaboration:

1. Town Police

2. Campus Police

3. PAWS peer educators

4. Greek Life, Alpha Phi Omega Service Fraternity (provides volunteers to work exam area and Magistrate’s office)

Contact Information:

Dr. Barry Jackson

Director of DAWN

(570) 389-4980

bjackson@bloomu.edu

